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I have come to the conclusion that in the ordinary
course of our lives neither our men nor our women need
necessarily have any knowledge of English. True, Eng-
lish is necessary for making a living and for active associa-
tion in our political movements. I do not believe in
women working for a living or undertaking commercial
enterprises. The few women who may require or desire
to have English education, can very easily have their
way by joining the schools for men. To introduce
English education in schools meant for women could
only lead to prolongation of our helplessness. I have
often read and heard people saying that the rich treasures
of English literature should be opened alike to men and
women. I submit in all humility that there is some mis-
apprehension in assuming such an attitude. No one
intends to close these treasures against women while
keeping them open for men.
There is none on earth to prevent you from studying
the literature of the world if you have. literary tastes.
But when courses of education have been framed with
the needs of a particular society in view, you cannot
supply the requirements of the few who have cultivated
a literary taste. In asking our men and women to spend
less time in the study of English than they are doing now,
my object is not to deprive them of the pleasure which
they are likely to derive from it, but I hold that the same
pleasure can be obtained at less cost and trouble if we
follow a more natural method- The world is full of many
a gem of priceless beauty, but then these gems are not
all of English setting. Other languages can well boast
of productions of similar excellence; all these should
be made available for our common people and that can
only be done if our learned men will undertake to trans-
late them for us in our own languages.
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